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Dear Acting Secrclaiy Quinlan

On Febiuaiy 28, 2008, the Mid-Michigun Raihoad, Inc O'MMRR") filed a
Petition foi Exemption to abandon a 15 83 -mile lail lino (the Line) between
mileposl 137 83, southeast of Lowell, and nulepost 122 00, eusi of Piaine Ccnlcu ihe end
of the Line, in Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml (the ''Line") By decision scived ou Apnl 4,
2008, the Suilace Tianspoilation Board gi anted the Petition subject to lequuing MMRR
to "ictam its intcicst in and lake no steps to altet the historic mtegnty of all historic
pinpcihes including sites, buildings, sliucuires and objects vulhin the piojcct nght-of-
way (the Aiea of Potential Fifed) eligible foi hsiing 01 listed in the National Rcgislci
until completion of die section 106 piocess of the NILPA MMRR shall lepoit back to
SbA regarding any consultations with the SHPO and the public " Mid- Michigan
Raili oad fnc Abandonment Exemption— in Kent and Ionia Counties, MJ, STB Docket
No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X) (S I B seived Apnl 4, 2008), at 5 (the "

MMRR has completed its consultation with the Michigan Department of Histoiy,
Arts and Libiuiies O'MISHPO"), and leccived the enclosed lettei dated Octobei 27, 2008,
indicating that because the Line will he puichased for mleiim nail use/tail hanking via a
quitclaim deed thai will include a covenant stipulating that the hndge will ionium in
place, ''no adverse affect on Ihe Giand Rwei Raihoad Budge *' In the Petition,
MMRR indicated that it would not lemove the budges on the Line because it intended to
sell the Line foi inteiun liail use/ tail banking '

MMRR has entered a Put chase and Sale Agi cement (the '"PSA") with the 1-uends
of the Fred Meijei Heaitland 1'iail (the "Fncnds") and will dehvei a quitclaim deed to
Fi lends at closing hi the PSA the paities agieed that "[Fucnds] and any assigns or

1 MMRR notes that the Dccembei 1.2003 date in the thud line of the first paiagiaph is
incouect The date of the pievious lettei fiom the MISHPO is August 7,2008
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successors of [Ftlends] shall not remove the Grand River Kailroiul Budge, located at
Milcpost 126 28 " In addition, the quitclaim deed stales "PROVIDED FURTHER that
Grantee, by acceptance of this deed, covenants and repmsents that Grantee and its
.successors and assigns shall not icmove the Oiand River Railroad Bridge, located at
Milcpost 126 28 " Friends is the liiantee undci the quitclaim deed

As a tesult of ihis successful consultation and MMRR's and Friend's acceptance
ot the condition ihiough the PSA and the quitclaim deed, MMKK respectfully requests
the Suitace I'lansportalion Boaul to lemove the historic condition imposed in ordering
paragraph 1(3) of the Decmvn so that MMRR may move toiward with the sale of the line
foi mteiim liail use/iail banking

Fi lends and MMRR plan to close the sale ot'the Line for uiluum tiail use/tail
banking on 1 hursday Octobci 30,2008 The only impediment to the sale is the hisioi ic
condition imposed by the Boaid in oidenng paragiaph 1(3) In order to close the sale as
scheduled, MMRR lespectfully icqucsts the Board to cxpcditiously set ve a decision
removing the historic condition imposed in oidenng paiagraph 1(3) MMRR is
authorized to state thai Ihe Fuends suppoit the expeditious icmoval of the condition

MMRR is etlling this letter Thank you for >oui assistance If you have any
questions please call or email me

Sincerely

Louu£ft (iitomcr
Attorney lor Mid-Michigan Kailuutd,

GmJosuic

Cc Paiticsof Rccnid
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' DAVID NAVECKY • '
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS . ' '
395 E STREET SW
WASHINGTON DC 20423 . -.

- t m " "

RE: - ER99-392 * STB Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Knit and Ionia Counties (STB) •
• * * *

Dear Mr Niivecky

Under the authority of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, we
have reviewed the above-cited undertaking at the location noted above We initially reviewed this'project '
and responded on December 1, 2003 witli an opinion that !hc project would liavc an adverse effect on the
firnnd Jlivcr Railroad Budge, which appear; to meet the criteria fbi listing in the National Register of
Historic Places Mure specifically, the abandonment of the laU line would result in die physical
deterioration ot the bridge due to neglect, as we.l as the transfer, lease, or sab of the bridge out of federal
conhol without jdequale, legally enforceable conditions to eiisuie its long-term preservation.

In response to our determination, we nave received follow-up correspondence from you us well us u,
representative fcfr Mjd-Mjchigan Jtailroad, Inc. (MMRR), Mr. Louif. Gitomer, regarding Die National
Trails System Act (16 U.S.C. 1247(d)) and planned "rail-banking" for this particular section of railruad.
The information you sent indicates that under the Trails System Ad, & voluntary arrangement can be ' ..
made between a radroad and a trail sponsor to preserve a railroad nght-of-way tliat would otherwise be

* abandoned for future rail u$e ("rail banking"), while allowing the property to be used in the interim as a '
irail,' which;'Uiereby ictaining jurisdiction over the rail line. In addition, Mr. Gitoiner related that the
MMRR has negotiated oh agreement with the Friends of the Fred Meijer Trail (the "Friends"), whereby
the "Friends" will purchase the'rail line with a quitclaim deed for the property that will include a covenant
stipulating thac that the bridge will remain in place

Based on'this additional information, it is the'opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
tbat the effects of the proposed undertaking do not meet the cnlena of adverse effect "
[36 CFR § 800 5(a)(1)]. Therefore, the project will have no adverse effect [36 CFR § 800 5(b)] on the
Grand River Raihoad Bridge, which appears to meet the cntena for Listing in tlic National Register of
Historic Places. " . .

*

The views'of the public arc essential to informed'decision making in the Section 106 process. Federal
Agency Officials or their delegated authorities must plan to involve the'public in a manner that reflects
the nature and'complexity of the undertaking, its effects on historic properties and other provisions per.
36 CFR § 800.2(d[). We remind you that Federal Agency Officials or their 'delegated authorities are
required to consult with the appropriate Indian bribe and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer ffl IPO) *' .
when the undertaking may occur on or affect any historic properties on tnhal lands In nil cam, whether
the project occurs (in tribal lands or not, Federal Agency Officials or their delegated authorities are also
required to* make a rcattunable and good fuitli effort to identify any Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian •
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organizations that might attach lehgious and cultural significance to historic properties in the area of-
potential effects and invite them to be consulting parties per 36 CFK § 800 2(c)
i •* *

TJus letter evidences the STB's compliance with 36 CFR § 800 4 "Identification oi historic properties"
and 36 CFR § 800 5 "Assessment of adverse effects", and the fulfillment of the STB's responsibility to
nuUfy the SIIPO, as a consulting parly in the Section 106 process! under 36 CFR § 800 5(c) "Consulting
party review"

" "" * »

The Stale Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for.this undertaking You arc therefore
asked to maintain a copy of this letter with your environmental review record for this undertaking If the
scope of work changes in any way, or if artifacts or bones are discovered, please notify this office
immediately

If you have any questions, plea.se contact Martha MacFarlanc Fats, Environmental Review Coordinator,
at (517) 3.45-2721 or by email at ER@3iicTngan gov. Please i cfcrence our project number in all
commun(catkin with tills office regarding tills undertaking. Thank you for this opportunity to review
And comment, and for your coopeiation

Brian D Conway
State Histonc Prcservati

BDCBGG

copy Advisory Counc

n Officer

on Historic Preservation

Endosure(s)


